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Solubility:   Miscible with water and most organic solvents
Odor:   Unpleasant; characteristic

Toxicity and Hazard

Acute exposure to pyridine can produce transient headaches, dizziness, or
light-headedness. Insomnia, mental dullness, nausea, and anorexia have
also been reported. Such effects have been reported in workers exposed to
more than 100 ppm on a relatively regular basis. The liquid and vapor are
irritating to the eyes, nose, and throat.

Chronic exposure has produced serious liver and kidney damage, with
death having occurred once. This exposure was by ingestion, prescribed
therapeutically, of about 2 ml/day. There are also reports of central
nervous system effects. Continuing skin contact with the liquid can
produce a dry, scaly, inflammation.

Special Handling Conditions

Pyridine presents a significant fire hazard when exposed to heat or flame.
The danger of explosion is severe if the vapor contacts heat or flame.
Pyridine reacts violently with chlorosulfonic acid, chromic acid, maleic
anhydride, nitric acid, fuming sulfuric acid, perchromates, /3-propiolac-
tone, silver perchlorate, and sulfuric acid. On decomposition, cyanides can
be liberated.

The current OSHA PEL for pyridine is 5 ppm as an 8-hour time-
weighted average. Although the ACGIH recommends the same 8-hour
exposure limit, it also recommends a short-term exposure limit of 10 ppm
for 15 min. The odor threshold of approximately 1 ppm requires that
pyridine be handled in a laboratory hood or with the use of some other
local exhaust ventilation.

SODIUM AZIDE

CAS Registry No.:   26628-22-8

Structure

NaN3

Physical Properties

Molecular Weight:    65.02

Physical Form:   Colorless hexagonal crystals